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JUDGE DOHERTY
MAGISTRATE JUDGE HANNA

COURT ORDER:
PLAINTIFFS' STEERING COMMITTEE
The paiiies having had notice the Court was considering the appointment of a plaintiffs'
steering committee ("PSC") in this matter, counsel were permitted an opportunity to submit
applications for membership on the PSC. This Court has considered the numerous applications
that were submitted by counsel.

The Court was impressed by the overwhelming quality of

applicants and nominations for these positions, and thanks the applicants and nominees for
participating in this process. After a great deal of consideration of the paiiicular qualities of each
of the applicants, as well as the need for management and coordination in these proceedings, the
Court hereby APPOINTS the following individuals to the Plaintiffs' Steering Committee.
I.

Plaintiffs' Steering Committee
A. Committee Membership

The following counsel shall be members of the committee:
•

Vance R. Andrus
Andrus, Hood & Wagstaff, PC
1999 Broadway, Suite 4150
Denver, Co 80202
303-376-6360
Fax: 303-376-6361
Email: vance.andrus@ahw-law.com

•

Richard Arsenault
Neblett Beard & Arsenault
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PO Box 1190
Alexandria, LA 71309-1190
318-487-9874
Fax: 318-561-2591
Email: rarsenault@nbalawfirm.com
•

Dawn Barrios
Barrios Kingsdorf & Casteix
701 Poydras Street, Suite 3650
New Orleans, LA 70139-3650
504-524-3300
Fax: 504-524-3313
Email: barrios@bkc-law.com

•

Andy D. Birchfield
Beasley Allen et al
PO Box 4160
Montgomery, AL 36103-4160
334-269-2343
Fax: 334-954-7555
Email: Andy.Birchfield@BeasleyAllen.com

•

Jayne Conroy
Hanly Conmy et al
112 Madison Ave
New York, NY 10016
212- 784-6400
Fax: 212-213-5949
Email: jcomoy@hanlycomoy.com

•

Nicholas J. Drakulich
Drakulich Firm
2727 Camino Del Rio S., Suite 322
San Diego, CA 92108
858-755-5887
Fax: 858-755-6456
Email: njd@draklaw.com

•

W. Mark Lanier
Law Offices of W Mark Lanier
6810 FM 1960 West
Houston, TX 77069
713-659-5200
Fax: 713-659-2204
Email: wml@lanierlawfirm.com
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III

Patrick C. Morrow
Morrow Morrow et al
P O Drawer 1787
Opelousas, LA 70571-1787
337-948-4483
Fax: 942-5234
Email: pmorrow@mmrblaw.com

•

Stephen B. Murray
Murray Law Firm
650 Poydras Street, Suite 2150
New Orleans, LA 70130
504-525-8100
Fax: 504-584-5249
Email: smurray@murray-Iawfirrn.com

•

Diaime M. Nast
Rodanast PC
801 Estelle Drive
Lancaster, PA 17601
717-892-3000
Fax: 717-892-1200
Email: dnast@rodanast.com

•

Stephanie O' Cmmor
Douglas & London P .C.
111 John Street, Suite 1400
NewYork,NY 10038
212-566-7500
Fax: 212-566-7501
Email:SOConnor@DouglasAndLondon.com

•

Neil D. Overholtz
Aylstock, Witkin, Kreios, Overholtz, PLLC
17 East Main Street, Suite 200
Pensacola, FL 32502
Telephone: (877) 810-4808
Email: NOverholtz@awkolaw.com

•

Jerrold S. Parker
Parker Waichman (FL)
3301 Bonita Beach Road, Suite 101
Bonita Springs, FL 34134
239-390-8610
Fax: 239-390-0055
Email: actosmdl@yourlawyer.com
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e

Paul J. Pennock
Weitz & Luxenberg (NY)
700 Broadway 5th Fl
New York, NY 10003
212-558-5972
Fax: 212-344-5461
Email: ppennock@weitzlux.com

e

Troy A. Rafferty
Levin Papantonio et al
PO Box 12308
Pensacola, FL 32581
850-435-7000
Fax: 850-435-7020
Email: trafferty@levinlaw.com

•

Mark P. Robinson, Jr
Robinson Calcagnie et al
19 Corporate Center Dr
Newport Beach, CA 92660
949-720-1288
Fax: 949-720-1292
Email: mro binson@rcrlaw.net

•

Clu·istopher A. Seeger
Seeger Weiss
77 Water Street, 26 1h Floor
New York, NY 10005
212-584-0700
Email: cseeger@seegerweiss.com

•

W. James Singleton
Singleton Law Firm
4050 Linwood Ave
Slu·eveport, LA 71108
318-631-5200
Fax: 318-636-7759
Email: wj singleton@singletonlaw.com

B. Committee Duties
The PSC shall take the lead in litigating these matters on behalf of all plaintiffs, meaning
that they shall play the lead role in making strategic, tactical, and procedural decisions on behalf
of the plaintiffs' counsel and prose plaintiffs. Of course, the Court recognizes that all plaintiffs'
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counsel and all plaintiffs retain the right to choose to act in their own best interest in these
proceedings, but the large number of attorneys and plaintiffs requires a substantial amount of
coordination of litigation efforts. To that end, the PSC shall be responsible for coordinating the
plaintiffs' responses to the orders of the Court, for coordinating the presentation of issues to the
Cami for its consideration, and for overseeing the progress of these proceedings toward final
resolution.
The PSC shall have the responsibility for assigning litigation-related tasks to counsel who
provide indication of their willingness to work for the common benefit of all plaintiffs and the
case. The committee are encouraged to distribute assignments among counsel who wish to work
for the common benefit, taking into consideration the particular strengths and wealmesses of
counsel requesting such assignments.
The PSC shall act as the first resource for counsel or paiiies with questions, comments,
concerns, rec01m11endations,or requests, and for transmitting to plaintiffs' liaison counsel or colead counsel any such questions, comments, concerns, recommendations, or requests that should
come to the attention of the Comi.
The PSC shall have responsibility for recommending the approval or denial of any claim
made by an attorney for common benefit credit. Specifically, with regai·d to any claim that an
attorney is entitled to be compensated or reimbursed for fees or costs incurred for the common
benefit of the plaintiffs, the PSC shall review such claims and shall provide guidance to Special
Master DeJean with regard to the propriety, fairness and reasonableness of such claims. The
PSC is encouraged to create a formal process by which claims for compensation or
reimbursement may be presented either before or shortly after being incurred. In doing so, they
are to coordinate their efforts with Special Master DeJean, whose responsibilities, in part,
encompass formal oversight of the approval process, imposing reasonable limits on such fees and
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costs, and making recommendations to the Court for approval or denial of any such request. The
Court shall rule on any such requests periodically throughout the litigation.
In the event of a global settlement, the PSC shall have the primary responsibility, with
guidance and oversight by the Court through the Special Masters, for management and oversight
of the process of distributing funds, reimbursing fees and expenses incurred for the common
benefit, and for distributing the remaining fees to all plaintiffs' counsel.
II.

Executive Committee

This Court hereby appoints an executive committee of the PSC.

The executive

committee shall be composed of six members. The members of the executive committee shall
have the following additional duties beyond those assigned to PSC members.
•

Richard Arsenault

Mr. Arsenault is hereby appointed CO-LEAD COUNSEL, together with Paul Pennock,
with primary responsibility for leading the PSC and for communicating with the Court on behalf
of plaintiffs' counsel.
•

Paul Pennock

Mr. Pennock is hereby appointed CO-LEAD COUNSEL, together with Richard
Arsenault, with primary responsibility for leading the PSC and for communicating with the Court
on behalf of plaintiffs' counsel.
•

Patrick Morrow

Mr. Morrow is hereby appointed CO-LIAISON COUNSEL, with primary responsibility
for communicating with plaintiffs' counsel on behalf of the PSC, as requested by lead counsel,
and he shall be available to perform any other administrative tasks assigned by the PSC.
•

Dawn Barrios

Ms. Barrios is hereby appointed STATE COURT LIAISON, with primary responsibility
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for communication with counsel

111

the vanous Actos®-relatecl state court actions currently

pending, or which might be filed.
III

Stephanie O'Connor

Ms. O'Cmmor

is hereby

appointed

SCIENCE

COORDINATOR,

with pnmary

responsibility for coordination, oversight and management of experts on behalf of the plaintiffs.
•

Mark Robinson

Mr. Robinson is hereby appointed to provide the PSC and the Court with the assistance of
his general expe1iise in multi-district litigation.
III.

Oversight
Periodically, the Cami will determine whether the membership of the PSC should remain

in place or should be adjusted to allow better, or more efficient, performance of the duties
assigned herein.
IV.

Effective Date
The Cami notified the members of the PSC of their appointment, and requested that they

commence work in that capacity, on Monday, March 12, 2012, which shall be the effective date
of the appointment and of this order.
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